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Yet Emanuel's return to Sweden was at a time of
great danger. That amazing young king, Charles
XII, although he had been on the throne only
seventeen years and was even now but thirty-two
years old, had already defeated the Danish, Russian,
and Polish armies. His brilliant successes, however,
were now at an end. He was on his way back from
Turkey, travelling through Germany in disguise
and accompanied only by a squire. He reached the
town of Stralsund in November 1714. For sixteen
days, with but the briefest pauses for sleep, he had
been in the saddle. On entering Stralsund, almost
the laSt possession left to him on German soil, his
very riding-boots had to be cut from his legs, so
swollen were his feet from excessive fatigue.

Immediately on entering the town he began to
Strengthen the fortifications. Hearing of his return
from Turkey, the people of Sweden gave way to
frenzied rejoicings, for again and again Charles
had been reported killed. The citizens of Stralsund
placed themselves willingly at his command, labour-
ing day and night to make the earthworks impreg-
nable. Before long, an army of 36,000 Danes,
Saxons, and Prussians was assembled to besiege
the town.

While Charles was occupied with securing his
position, Emanuel was in the little university town
of Greifswalde, near by. Before the siege began,